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The Adventures of Mazel and Schlimazel: Abstract

Mazel and Schlimazel are the spirits of good luckt bad luck. In an attempt to see who
has more influence over the fate of man, they estakwager; Mazel will spend a year
bringing luck to the life of young Tam, a poor pltcky peasant lad. Schlimazel will

have but a moment at year's end to undo Mazelswark. Tam, meanwhile, during his

ascent into fortune, falls in love with the kingaughter, and will do anything to prove
his worth to her.

Show History

Mazel and Schlimazel is a musical adaptation ohartsstory for children written by
Nobel-Prize winning Yiddish writer, Isaac Bashe8imger. His many short stories and
novels recount the lives and tales of the Jewsastdtn Europe, especially in his native
country, Poland. Rich with beautiful, captivatitext, vivid descriptive language and
striking landscapes, his writings gives the reatler opportunity to be part of the
struggles, joys, laughter and sorrows of Hentdsmeh or fellow countrymen. When
Singer recounts a folk tale full of local superstis and myths, such as in "Mazel and
Schlimazel”, one gets the feeling of sitting arodinel hearth in ghet| or small village,
listening to friends exchange ghost stories to pealgs the cold winter night.

In creating the adaptation, "The Adventures of Maxel Schlimazel", we aim to share
Yiddish and Jewish culture with audiences young@dd Performed with a live klezmer
band, this humorous and suspenseful play givesdreml and grown-ups alike an
opportunity to encounter a classic Yiddish stonjlevhlso hearing the music of the era.
Although the play is in English, it is peppered twipopular Yiddish phrases, both
familiar and new.

The show premiered to a packed house at the 201keAsz Festival, and was
performed to great acclaim at the 2011 Fringe ¥alsti




What makes Mazel and Schlimazel relevant today?

Mazel and Schlimazel is a universal story. It idassic
tale of good versus evil. As such it reaches outauth
teaching them the idea that good and evil wallkha fine

together and not every story or person is one@other. , ;

It presents ideas and themes of arrogance, tregche
honour, moral judgment, self worth, confidence, &

respect to name a few.

Although Mazel and Schlimazel plays host to all
traditions of classic folk or fairy tale (magicat other
worldly influences, rising from rags to riches,ding true
love), using stock characters (King, Princess, &#a<lown, and “Fairy Godmothers”)
what makes it unique, in our minds, is the subtlatyhich it presents its themes. For
example, Mazel is truly the “good” character irstehow; however, his arrogance almost
causes the death of an innocent man. On the b#ret, Schlimazel is clearly the “evil”
character; yet, we learn that his evil deeds weighim heavily. These subtle notes,
where traditional lines blur, make this a
valuable play for younger and youth
audiences because it is a play which can be
discussed in class or put into a formal
guestion and answer style once the show is
concluded. It is a show with an afterlife,
leaving the teachers/parents/cast the
opportunity to discuss and educate its
audience. Activity sheets can be produced

for pre- or post-performance discussion.




Company Bios
Lorie Wolf — Director, Playwright, Composer

Lorie Wolf is a drummer, composer, and teacherngviin
Toronto. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts frgork
University in 2002, Bachelor of Education at Unsigr of
Toronto and studied percussion, composition andnging at
Humber College. She has performed with variousmides all

=% over Canada, the US and parts of Europe. Her musieaests
(=== lie mainly in Jazz, Klezmer and other forms of EastEuropean
musical styles.  After putting out her first CDaillfele and Her Demora musical
adaptation of another I.B. Singer story of the sarame, she was approached by the
Ashkenaz Foundation to create a similar style okical performance for children for
their bi-annual festival. This resulted in theatren of a performance and CD release of
Mazel and Schlimazgelvhich premiered to a packed house in Septeml®diQ.2 Lorie
Wolf also teaches music year-round at Clinton RuBthool in Toronto.

Geoff Kolomayz — "Mazel", Additional Dramaturgy, Co -Director

Geoff is a veteran Theatre for Young Audiencesgrarér. Early in
his career he worked with the world renowned FamBEOPLE
Players. Starting as a resident performer in ti@ronto dinner
theatre, Geoff finished his contract with the bldaght theatre
company touring across Canada, United States aradlyfiAsia.
Most recently, Geoff demonstrated his acting tateming the 2011
Toronto Fringe Festival. Working with Lorie WolGeoff helped
develop the one-man show for youth, The Adventofdglazel and ‘/
Schlimazel. His characterizations and craft omgesthrought rave

reviews and culminated in a sold out show. During summer months, Geoff works
diligently to support his own theatre company. @sArtistic Director, producer and
actor of Mirador Theatre, Geoff collaborates withurider Stevie Jay and for the past six
years, (with many more to come) has brought ThefmireYoung Audiences to the
Muskoka Region.

Musicians

"The Adventures of Mazel and Schlimazel"
performed by (I-r):

Matt Roberts - Bass

Mike Landoni - Woodwinds
Lorie Wolf — Percussion
Tongi Ropars - Accordion




Press

"Faves at FringeKids! Kids Should Dig "Mazel anchiBmazel...NNNN!"
-Now Magazine, July 2011

"Lorie Wolfs adaptation of the well-knouwsaac Bashevis Singédale is lively, lyrical,
and well-told and acted by Geoff Kolomayz...| wagpgsed and really pleased to see a
full klezmer quartet onstage and playing when weved at thePalmerston Library
venue. Kolomayz plays all the parts in this versiwwhich he does very well — he brings
a full array of voices, physical postures, gestuaesl movement styles to the task. |
appreciated his versatility and verve in his maokes...I give it full marks."

-Mooney on Theatre, Monday July 11, 2011

Related Articles

The Candian Jewish News, June 21, 2011
(See attached article or click on title)

The Jewish Tribune
(See attached article or click on title)

Audience Quotes

"The Adventures of Mazel and Schlimazel is stdtingeat its
delightful best. The audience, children and adalike, were
captivated by Geoff Kolomayz's inventive, magipatfrayals of all the characters in the tale.
The addition of a live klezmer band on stage gheeshow wonderful texture and charm. | loved
every minute of it!"

-Susan Applewhaite

"Geoff Kolomayz transfixes the audience with hisivds as the host and as the many
characters. His exuberance gently unravels ancassa most charming journey, while the
Klezmer music is the best I've ever heard duesalynamic compositions sharing melodies
ranging from the mysteriously romantic to the buntgpktomic"

-C. Azar, Creator, Azarian Archival Workshop

"...Geoff Kolomayz portrays his multiple characteteravith confidence and conviction. Both
Kolomayz and the live Klezmer band are positivelyagiing. This is definitely the best one-man
show by a male performer that I've had the pleatareitness."

-Roxanne Joseph, M.F.A.
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